
SUMMARY REPORT
Application Ref: 20181111

Site Address: 14 Lawrance Square, Northfleet, Gravesend, Kent, DA11 7HW.

Application 
Description: Continued use as beauty salon (Sui Generis).

Applicant: Gravesham Borough Council (Property Services)

Agent: N/A

Ward: Coldharbour

Parish: Non-Parish Area

Decision Due Date: 4th October 2019

Publicity Expiry Date: 15th November 2018

Decision Level: Planning Regulatory Board –2nd October 2019

Reason for referral: The Local Planning Authority is the applicant

Recommendation: Permission  

Summary of Reasons for Recommendation

The proposal is for the continued use of 14 Lawrance Square as a beauty salon (Sui Generis use) 
which opened in February 2019.

The application site was in use as a sports clinic (D1 use class) from 2013 onwards.  After 
subsequent vacation of that business, in order to help fill this void the applicant originally applied 
to change the use back to A1. However there was no interest in an A1 use and on 7 February 
2019 a beauty salon (Sui Generis use) rented the property and has been operating since that 
date.

This proposed use replaces the prior non retail use with another non-retail use, and complements 
the centre’s retail offering and supports the centre’s vitality and ability to serve local needs. 

1. Proposal 

1.1 The proposal is for the continued use of 14 Lawrance Square as a beauty salon (Sui 
Generis use) which opened in February 2019. No external changes are proposed to the 
building. 

1.2 When the application was originally submitted it was for a change of use from D1 (sports 
clinic) to (A1) retail. Following the occupation of the unit in February 2019 with a beauty 
salon the applicant has changed the description to continued use as beauty salon (Sui 
Generis). With no neighbouring properties comments being received and with the 
business operating since February 2019 re-consultation was not deemed necessary and 



surrounding properties have not been prejudiced by the change in description. In addition 
since the use has already commenced surrounding properties are visibly aware of this 
continuing use.

2. Relevant Planning History

20130355 - Change of use from A1 retail to D1 sports injury treatment clinic. Permitted 
12.06.2013

3. Planning Policies

Development Plan

Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy (September 2014):
• CS01 - Sustainable Development
• CS02 - Scale & Distribution of Development
• CS08 - Retail, Leisure and the Hierarchy of Centres
• CS11 - Transport
• CS19 - Development & Design Principles

Saved Policies in the Gravesham Local Plan First Review (November 1994):
• P3 – Vehicle Parking Standards
• S3 – Maintenance of Shopping Frontages

Other material considerations 

National Planning Policy Framework (2019)
• Section 2 - Achieving sustainable development
• Section 6 – Building a Strong, Competitive Economy 
• Section 12 - Achieving well-designed places

Supplementary Planning Guidance
• SPG 4 - KCC Parking Standards (2006)

4. Consultations, Publicity and Representations

Consultees 

Gravesham Highway Development Management Officer  
4.1 No objections, as the property is served by a public car park.

Publicity

4.2 Neighbour notification letters sent to 9 surrounding addresses in the vicinity of the site 
with an expiry date of 15 November 2018. No comments were received.

5 Planning Manager (Development Management) Comments

Site Context & Proposal

5.2 Policy CS08 of Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy (LPCS) seeks to support 
development of a scale and type appropriate to the position of the centre in the hierarchy 
and their character and safeguard the retail character and function of existing centres. At a 
national level the NPPF states at paragraph 80 that significant weight should be placed on 



the need of supporting economic growth and productivity, taking into account both local 
business needs and wider opportunities for development.

5.3 Lawrance Square local centre is a mixture of shops at ground floor with residential units at 
first floor. In front of the application site there is a pavement and beyond that parking 
spaces serving the local centre. This local centre is quite dispersed and as the following 
information shows currently the local centre has 100% occupancy rate with 50% of the 
units being A1, one café (a3), one takeaway (a5) and three Sui Generis uses (including 
this application).

  List of occupiers (September 2019)

Address Occupier Use Class

13 Lawrance Square Hairdresser A1

19 Lawrance Square Cafe A3

21 Lawrance Square Sunbed/ Beauty Shop Sui Generis

27A Lawrance Square Cake School A1

10 Lawrance Square Newsagent A1

12 Lawrance Square Dog Grooming Sui Generis

14 Lawrance Square Beauty Shop Sui Generis

16 Lawrance Square Chemist A1

18 Lawrance Square Mini Market A1

20 Lawrance Square Assaf Ali Takeway     A5

5.4 The above table shows the local centre provides a range of shops that meet the day to 
day needs of local people.

5.5 The application site was a (sports clinic) from 2013 but that business has vacated the 
premises and left a vacant D1 use within the local centre. In order to help fill this void 
the applicant originally applied to change the use back to A1. However there was no 
interest in an A1 use and on 7 February 2019 a beauty salon rented the property which 
is a Sui Generis use.

5.6 The current lawful use of the building is a D1 use and as such the Local Planning 
Authority has already accepted the loss of A1 use in this unit is deemed acceptable.

5.7 As such, it is considered that the proposal will safeguard the retail function of the centre 
in line with Core Strategy policy CS08 (LPCS) and paragraph 80 of the NPPF.

Neighbouring Amenity 

5.8 Policy CS19 (LPCS) seeks to protect amenity and ensure acceptable future living 
conditions.  The NPPF also assists and seeks to ensure developments will function 



well, do not undermine quality of life and create attractive and comfortable places to 
live, work and visit and seeks to “secure high quality design and a good standard of 
amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings”.

5.9 Under this proposal the key issues that would affect neighbouring amenity relate to 
refuse arrangements, the hours of operation and traffic generation and car parking. 
Comments on these aspects are as follows: 

Refuse Arrangements

5.10 No details of the refuse arrangements have been provided. However the applicant has 
subsequently confirmed the existing refuse arrangements in the rear service yard are 
used. This is deemed acceptable and no conflict with Policy CS19 (LPCS) arises.

Hours of Use

5.11 The application form proposes 8am to 8pm Monday to Saturday and closed on 
Sundays and bank holidays. These hours are in line with the surrounding shops and 
would not have an adverse impact on the amenity of surrounding properties. In order to 
protect the amenity of the surrounding residential properties the hours of use will be 
conditioned. 

Parking and Highways

5.12 Policy CS11 (LPCS) seeks to ensure new development mitigates their impact on the 
highway and provides sufficient parking in accordance with adopted parking standards.  
This proposal will not create additional  floorspace within the local centre but may 
attract additional visitors given the opportunity to diversify the retail offer in this 
location.  There is dedicated parking provision available in front of this unit and 
unrestricted parking available on surrounding streets.  The proposal will not have a 
significant detrimental impact on the highway and sufficient parking is available within 
the vicinity.  There is no conflict with Saved Policy P3 of Gravesham Local Plan First 
review or Policy CS11 (LPCS).

Design, Character and appearance 

5.13 No external changes are proposed to the retail unit and thus no conflict with Policy 
CS19 (LPCS) arises.

6 Conclusion 

6.2 The proposal is a sustainable form of development that accords with national and local 
policy planning policy and integrates well into the surrounding local centre.  Subject to 
the hours of use being conditioned the continued use described will safeguard the 
amenity of surrounding properties. 

_________________________________________________________________________

Recommendation

The recommendation is for the application to be GRANTED Planning Permission, subject to 
the following conditions:



Approved Plans

1. For the avoidance of doubt the development as carried out shall accord with the 
following approved plans:

 Ground Floor Plan - Dated stamped 23 October 2018.

Reason For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of proper planning

Use

2. Notwithstanding the Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) 
Order 2015 (as amended) or any Order revoking and replacing that Order, the 
application site hereby permitted shall be used as a Beauty Salon and for no other 
purpose.

Reason In order that any other proposed uses of the ground floor may be the subject of a 
separate planning application which the Local Planning Authority would wish to 
consider on its merits having regard to issues of amenity, traffic safety and the 
prevailing planning policies.

Opening Hours 

3. The use shall open between the hours of 8am and 8pm Monday to Saturday, and 
between 10am and 5pm on Sunday, Bank or Public Holidays.

Reason in order to safeguard the living conditions of the occupants of adjoining dwellings 
and in accordance with Policy CS19 of Gravesham Local Plan Core Strategy 
(2014).

INFORMATIVES 

1. STATEMENT OF POSITIVE AND PROACTIVE APPROACH TO DECISION-
MAKING


